
 

 

 

 

I.B. GROUP 3 
Which group 3 subject should 

you choose? 

1

HELPING YOU 
MAKE AN 
INFORMED 
DECISION 
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Inside you will find for 
each subject: 

• Topic list. 

• Skills list. 

• Exam breakdown. 

• Career opportunities. 

Talk to as many people as possible about your subject 
choices.  For example: 

• Teachers 

• Grades 11 and 12 students taking the subjects 

• Parents/Guardians 

 

Visit a class for an observation. 

Make your own choice! Do not be swayed by what 
your friends are doing. 

 

Useful advice. 

February 2017 

Subjects 
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History 

Psychology 

“The arts and humanities are vastly more 
important in troubled times.” (Jim Leach) 

Geography 

Possible career 
paths                       5 
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Geography 
  Assessment breakdown: 
 
  3 Exams and an IA: 
 
  Standard Level:  

• Paper 1 (40%),  
• Paper 2 (35%)  
• Fieldwork (25%) 
•  

  Higher Level:  
• Paper 1 (25%),  
• Paper 2 (35%)  
• Paper 3 (20%)  
• Fieldwork (20%)     

 
  Paper 1 is the CORE topics 
 
  Paper 2 are the OPTIONS 
 
  Paper 3 in the HL Extension 
 

The Fieldwork component is an   
Independent Investigation (IA) and will 
involve a day out of school collecting data 
and the analyzing of data in relation to a 
chosen hypothesis. 

The following Skills are important when studying 
Geography: 
 

• Map Reading Skills 
• Application of geographical theory to real places 

and spaces 
• Manipulating and analyzing data 
• Evaluation skills 
• Essay Writing 
• Investigative skills when looking at case studies 

 

Skills  

Core Topics for both SL and HL: 
 

1. Populations in transition 
2. Disparities in Wealth and Development 
3. Patterns in Environmental Quality and 

Sustainability 
4. Patterns in Resource Consumption 

 
Two Core ‘optional topics’ for SL and the third one 
for HL”: 
 

a. Urban Environments 
b. Hazards and Disasters 
c. One of the following: Leisure, Sport and 

Tourism OR Extreme Environments OR The 
geography of Food and Health 

 
The following shorter topics ‘bolt on’ to extend the 
depth of knowledge for HL students only: 
 

1. Measuring global 
interactions                                 

2. Changing space—the shrinking 
world                                 

3. Economic interactions and flows                     
4. Environmental change                     
5. Sociocultural exchanges                                 
6. Political outcomes                             
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HL History: 

Overall the program is an investigation of 20th 
Century World history.  We start with WWI then to 
the Treaty of Versailles/and the promise of the 
Weimar Republic.  We’ll examine the League of 
Nations and its failures in Manchuria and Abyssinia. 
Lawrence of Arabia will help intro the Mandate 
system and the early scramble for Middle Eastern 
oil.  Armenian Genocide is an important case study, 
just as learning about Ataturk informs us mightily 
about current Turkey. There will be a focus on the 
Russian Revolution (issues of the cult of personality, 
of purges---who authorized Kirov’s murder?) and its 
ideological challengers in Fascist Italy and Franquist 
Spain.  We’ll study the complexities of the interwar 
period’s search for peacemaking.  Hitler’s rise to 
power will also be examined in areas such as the 
impact of propaganda (Goebbels and Reifenstahl’s 
Triumph of the Will), economic policy, terror and the 
complicity of the churches---among others.  We’ll 

History 
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compare authoritarianism in China too and 
especially the victory over the GMD in the civil war 
and Mao’s eventual consolidation of power (how did 
advances in women’s rights compare with those 
enjoyed under the Soviets?).  There will be an 
opportunity to study Japan’s increased militarism 
and its eventual challenge for Pacific dominance 
with the US.  The Battle of Leningrad too and 
perhaps a concert opportunity at Davies to hear 
some Shostakovich, to help us appreciate the 
musical expression of pain, glory and Stalin’s ever-
present shadow.  Holocaust?  Definitely.  We will 
reflect on Truman’s decision to drop the atomic 
bomb too.  We’ll look at art and how it portrays 
these events and actors, and ask how is it that we 
remember history?  And we’ll compare the brutality 
of these single party leaders with more moderate 
ones in Tito’s Yugoslavia, Nasser’s Egypt and 
Nyerere’s Tanzania.   

SL History: 

From the HL information provided above, SL 
students will focus on: 

• Single party states: Hitler, Mussolini 
and Mao’s China. 

• The Cold War. 
• The move to global war: Japanese, 

German and Italian foreign policy in 
the 1930s. 

Skills:     
• To THINK! and gain confidence in answering 

questions extemporaneously 
• To write clear, forceful essays with a strong thesis  

and excellent evidence 
• To analyze and arrive at a conclusion about an event 

supported by fact, rather than to tell simply a story 
• To debate issues of import from history and of 

significance for our world today 
• To be able to analyze documents to appreciate their 

significance and their potential limitations 
• To appreciate the importance of historical 

interpretation and how our perception of history is 
constantly being revised.   

• To develop good research skills. 

Assessment breakdown: 

• Paper 1 (sources)  
HL 20%    SL 30% 

• Paper 2 (essay based) 
HL 25%    SL 45% 

• Paper 3 (essay based) 
HL only 35% 

• Internal Assessment 
HL 20%    SL 25% 
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 Topics: 
 
 HL & SL: 
 

• Simple Experimentation 
• Biological Level of Analysis 
• Cognitive Level of Analysis 
• Sociocultural Level of Analysis 
• Abnormal Psychology 

 
 HL only: 
 

• Qualitative Research Methodology 
• One of the following options: 

Psychology of Human 
Relationships, Developmental 
Psychology, Health Psychology 

 

Psychology 
Donec 

interdum 

Pellentesque: 

Pellentesque aliquet 
vulputate lacus. Nunc 

vitae felis at sem euismod 
pretium. Nam purus nisl, 
dignissim eu, facilisis eu, 
mattis consectetuer, arcu. 

Pellentesque habitant 
morbi tristique senectus 

Consectetuer: 

Sed venenatis, augue non 
varius tempus, metus nibh 

mollis erat, a tempus 
neque ipsum sit amet nisi. 
Donec elementum, justo 

eu pulvinar tincidunt, 
mauris nunc consectetuer 
mi, eu ornare augue ligula 

a nibh. 

Assessment breakdown: 

SL: 
• IA: 25% 
• Paper 1: 50% 
• Paper 2: 25% 

 
HL: 

• IA: 20% 
• Paper 1: 35% 
• Paper 2: 25% 
• Paper 3: 20% 

Skills: 
 

• Experimental Design 
• Data Collection, Interpretation, & 

Analysis 
• Presentation 
• Evaluation of theories and 

empirical studies 
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Geography: 
 

• Digital Cartographer 
• Urban Planning and Town Planning 
• Architecture 
• Teaching 
• Law 
• Sustainable Consultation 
• NGO’s 
• Energy 

 
 
History: 
 

• Historians and Teachers (no finer service in god’s kingdom!) 
• Lawyers (always a need, for good, smart, articulate ones) 
• Politicians (and, boy, do we need smart and selfless ones for the future!) 
• Rock Stars (Garfunkel of Simon & fame had a history degree) 
• Actors (Lithgow, Sacha Cohen, Carell and Ed Norton all had history 

degrees!) 
• Business (Successful industries want top flight leadership talent that has 

sharp critical thinking skills for prime management.  Accounting and finance 
vocational skills can be picked up at university and professional 
development later) 
 
 

Psychology: 

• Human factors engineer 
• Experimental Researcher 
• Market researcher 
• Clinical psychologist 

 




